
Hon. Daniel B. Malone  

Interview with Alice Thompson  ñ Elaine T. Newquist  

     Attorneys, litigants, staff and visitors to the Commission have been greeted by the friendly 

face of Alice Thompson for almost 45 years.  In November, 1964, she was hired by then-

Chairman Phil Carey for what was perceived as a six month stint at the Industrial Commission 

at its original setting at 160 North LaSalle.  That assignment was continued three times, and by 

then, neither Mr. Carey nor the rest of the Commission could imagine doing without her.  Alice 

recalls her initial assignment as filing, but not long after she was asked to try the switchboard.  

She found she liked the interaction with everyone, and her position gradually evolved to her 

current role as receptionist for the Workersô Compensation Commission. 

 

     Alice recalls the earliest days at the Commission as a fun, family atmosphere.  With fewer 

arbitrators and staff, everyone got to know each other.  Mr. Carey set the standard by treating 

everyone with respect.  There were frequent opportunities for everyone to get together, includ-

ing the Shrinersô Circus, the ice show, and even an annual picnic sponsored by the WCLA for 

all staff and their families.  She fondly remembers the annual holiday parties, originally held at 

the Sherman and LaSalle Hotels. 

 

     The Commission certainly had its share of characters.  Joseph Detunnoôs arrival was an-

nounced with:  ñthe Commission is now officially open.ò  Arthur Kane wouldnôt answer a page 
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November 2009 

Greetings! 

 

 2009 is flying by and the holidays will soon be upon 

us.  Time never elapsed so quickly during my school years. 

 

 Early this year, I promised we would continue educa-

tional CLE events including the monthly ñBrown Bagò lunch-

eon (Thank you David Menchetti!), the Appellate Court and 

Ethics Luncheons and our annual Medical Seminar.  In my 

opinion, the quality of these programs increased membership 

from 475 in 2008 to 524 in 2009.  I am happy to report we 

exceeded our goal of 500.   

 

 On February 24, 2009, I was honored when the Illi-

nois Supreme Court appointed me to serve as a judge in the 

Circuit Court of Cook County.  Consequently, I abstained 

from being involved with the WCLA PAC Committee.  How-

ever, other members of the committee assured me they have 

carefully monitored legislation in Springfield and supported 

legislators who are concerned about WCLA issues. 

 

 Furthermore, in keeping with the fine ñsocialò tradi-

tion established by our founding fathers in 1949, our annual 

Holiday Party will be on Friday, December 4, 2009.  The 

event was created to express our appreciation for the Workersô 

Compensation Commission staff.  It will be held at The 
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unless his middle initial was used.  Danny Smith, (arbitrator) was, well, Danny Smith.  Dick 

Boguszôs stories had everyone in stitches at the holiday parties.  Leonard Weinstein was 

ñfamousò for cursing out his own clients.  Lou Gaines dashed around the Commission like 

crazy.  Alice recalls she never wanted to miss work as she was afraid of missing something! 

 

     She particularly remembers the kindness of those she worked with, among the best 

(arbitrators) Bud Barasa, Tom Dillon and Herb Auw, who never passed by without a hello and a 

smile.  During her own illness, she was touched by the thoughtfulness of everyone, in particular 

those who were themselves suffering.  Jay Shapiro never walked by without giving her a hug.  

Richard Barr always asked how she was feeling.  Attorneys werenôt just people she worked 

with, but became members of her family. 

 

    Alice was born in Washington, D.C.  Her father, a Merchant Marine, moved the family many 

times.  They eventually settled in the Woodlawn neighborhood, and Alice has remained a Chi-

cagoan ever since.  She was married, and successfully raised two daughters, Jeannie and Toni, 

both of whom have made their careers in the workersô compensation field.  Aliceôs hobbies in-

cluding being with family and friends, and vacationing in Lake Geneva, where she is famous for 

buying dozens of pies from the Lake Geneva Pie Company. 

 

     A cancer survivor, she remembers to thank her doctor every year on her birthday, and she 

recently helped him present to over 100 physicians.  When her doctor talked about a ñpassion 

for what you do,ò Alice clearly embodies that spirit. 

 

     She continues to look forward to coming to work every day.  She enjoys seeing and speaking 

with everyone.  Were she to pinpoint one change she has seen in her 45 years at the Commis-

sion, it might be that everyone is more rushed, and more likely to forget to simply give her a 

smile and say, ñhiò as they pass by.  Not a bad thing to remember to do, the next time you stop 

by the 8th floor! 

 

 

2010 WCLA 

 Schedule Continued - 

January 23, 2010  

WCLA Annual Instal-

lation Dinner of 

2010 Officers and 

Directors, Drake Ho-

tel, 140 E. Walton 

Place, Chicago. 

Details Forthcoming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westin Chicago River North at 320 North Dearborn from 5:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  You may pur-

chase tickets for the party by contacting our Treasurer, Wayne Newman, or be on the lookout for 

WCLA Directors and Officers selling tickets at the Chicago Commission in the near future. 

 

 Happy holidays to you and your family! 

 

 

     Very truly yours, 

 

 

     Dan 
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WCLA 2009 Golf Outing  

Eugene Smith, Mike Cohen and Carl Turpin     Ellis Sostrin, Mr. Emcee. 

Steve Smalling  with Dan Ugaste and Chris Gibbons   Dan Malone and Christine Svenson with the Tennis 

         Prizes 

Dennis Hendrickson, Peter Corti, the wet look ðMark Matranga Andy Marzal, Brian (No one told me it was going to  

And Sam (Donôt call me a Cubs Fan) Cerniglia   rain) Koch and Mike Doerries. 


